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We are all here tonight to gather for what I like to call “The Annual Meeting of the Jewish People”.  
 
At our annual meeting, we are able to reconnect with old friends. We are able to meet others for the very first time. 
Naturally, we all come here for slightly different reasons. Some of us feel the yearly pull of our tradition. Others are here 
nearly every week. Some of us come for the melodies, for the shofar. Some of us may not even be sure why we are here. 
But we are all here.  
 
Together.  
 
Everyone take a moment and look around.  
 
This is your Jewish Neighborhood. Welcome to YOUR Jewish Neighborhood.  
 
Over the past 6 months, I have been pondering the idea of being a “good neighbor”. You see, I was introduced to Daniel 
the Tiger, a children’s show based on Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood, where Daniel, a friendly toddler tiger in a red hoodie, 
explores the world around him. It is my son, Lev’s favorite… and I have to say it has become mine as well.  
 
Each episode focuses on a life lesson. Whether the topic is learning from your mistakes, trying something new (even if it 
scares you), or grappling with unexpected changes, Daniel and his friends navigate some of life’s biggest challenges in 
just 26 minutes with the help of his friends and a catchy tune.  
 
And what’s more, he does with the help of his friends - a neighborhood, a community, that is nurturing, supportive, and 
inclusive.  Daniel is uplifted by his community. And the more I watch this lovely show, the more inspired I am, and as I turn 
the tv off, I continually return to this question:  “What does it mean to be a good neighbor?” 
 
Moving across the country to a community where you know no one with two children under two was no small feat. We did 
it - we made it, but we certainly didn’t do it alone.  
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We’ve begun to build roots here with the support of such a welcoming community. The Temple Shalom community came 
together to bring meals, toys, furniture and more to our house as we waited for our things to arrive from California.  
 
My mom made the 2.5 hour trip from Philadelphia to meet us at the airport and stayed with us for a few days to lend an 
extra set of hands.  
 
Old friends we hadn’t been in touch with in years, reached out offering recommendations on everything. Our new 
neighbors stopped by to introduce themselves.  
 
Just last week, after sharing with a neighbor that Lev fell and took us for a scare, they came over with a toy truck and a 
note sharing that they hope it would cheer Lev up. I was so touched by this gesture. This, I thought, was what it means to 
be a good neighbor -- to offer a helping hand, to be present and authentic, to show up and show care, compassion, and 
empathy.  
 
I like to imagine that Daniel Tiger would be looking at my “neighborhood” with a big smile on his face. 
 
But the themes of Daniel the Tiger and the question of being neighborly have transcended my own personal worldview. 
For it is clear to me, that we, at Temple Shalom, are all living in one big Jewish neighborhood.  
 
As I joined the Temple Shalom community this summer, I have been amazed at how being a “good neighbor” was so 
“Jewish”. In fact, the values that Daniel and his neighbors bring forward every episode, are values that are near and dear 
to our Jewish community as well.  
 
To begin, Daniel demonstrates tremendous Ahavah -- love to every member of his neighborhood.  It is almost as if he is 
embodying the verse of Torah  -- V’ahavtah Lereyacha et Camocha  -- Love thy neighbor as you would love yourself. This 1

famous line of Torah is in many ways the golden rule of Judaism.  

1 Leviticus 19:18 
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The rabbinic sage Rabbi Akiva pronounced this teaching as the most fundamental principle in the Torah. Rabbi Hillel 
boldly proclaims in our sacred text, “Love thy neighbor as thyself. This is the whole Torah. The rest is just commentary.”   2

 
Perhaps an equally great sage, Fred Rogers of Mr. Rogers Neighborhood, proclaimed that you should love your neighbor 
AND love yourself. For both are necessary for love to take root. Rabbi Akiva, Rabbi Hillel, and Mr. Rogers know what we 
often forget… relationships are powerful, and it is up to us to engage in them to bring more love into the world. 
 
The role of Tzedakah -- helping those in need , is also present within Daniel the Tiger and essential to being a good 
neighbor.  
 
In the Torah, the Israelite community lived largely as an agricultural society. Yet, even though this meant that your 
livelihood depended upon how much crop your produced, there were laws and systems in place to ensure that everyone 
was being taken care of.  
 
Individuals would leave the corners of their fields for those in need. They would have the gleanings of their crop remain for 
individuals to pick up.  
 
Jewish law was set up in a way, where you were responsible for donating 25% of your crop and give to those in your 
neighborhood who were in need. They wanted to ensure that everyone was being fed, that the neighborhood was looking 
out for one another.  
 
Now, most of us are no longer tending to our crops, but the principle is still there. Imagine if we devoted 25% of ourselves 
to our Jewish community? What does the harvest of your land look like? Where or what are the edges of your field or the 
gleanings of your harvest that you can contribute? How can we make sure that we are providing for our Jewish 
neighborhood? 

2 Babylonian Talmud Shabbat 31a 
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Finally, Daniel is one who Lomed M’kol Adam -- who learns from his entire community -- Our tradition teaches us in Pirke 
Avot, “Who is wise? One who learns from everyone!”   It is prudent for us to all seek out our neighbors and learn from one 3

another.  
 
In Daniel’s neighborhood, he is constantly learning from his neighbors. Whether it is Teacher Harriet empowering her 
classroom to creatively solve problems or Daniel’s friend Miss Elaina reminding her friends that it is okay to feel 2 feelings 
at the same time. Daniel is uplifted by his neighbors and is stronger because of them. So to, do we have a role to play as 
well. 
 
In our Jewish neighborhood, like Daniel, let us all engage with one another, continue to support one another, and most 
importantly learn from and with one another.  
 
In my short, 3 months as part of this Jewish neighborhood, I have been amazed at how neighborly everyone is towards 
each other. We are a beautiful, diverse Jewish community that is certainly loving, giving, and engaging towards one 
another. But as we arrive at Rosh Hashanah, and this period of yearly reflection, it is always important for us to ask the 
question, “In what ways can we be better?” “How can we do more?” 
 
Earlier this evening, our Board of Trustees welcomed everyone with a statement of inclusion proclaiming that we are all in 
a Kehila Kedosha  -- a sacred community with one another. This is a wonderful first step to ensuring that our Jewish 
neighborhood is adhering to the Jewish values we cherish so much.  
 
Fred Rogers, who was the inspiration behind Daniel the Tiger, once wrote that “a neighborhood was a place where, at 
times when you felt worried, scared, or unsafe, would take care of you”  
 
This year, in 5780, let Your Jewish Neighborhood take care of you.  

3 Pirke Avot 4:1 



Rabbi Ira Rosenberg 
 Erev Rosh Hashanah 5780 -- Welcome to Your Jewish Neighborhood 

 
 
 
Legend has it, that in a far away town, many moons ago, a man once ascended to the afterlife. He came upon a beautiful 
dining room. Row after row of tables were laden with platters of sumptuous food, smells wafting into his nose and making 
his mouth water. Yet, he immediately knew that he was in Geh-henum, a purgatory like place in the Jewish tradition. 
 
Every person held a full spoon, but both arms were splinted with wooden slats so they could not bend either elbow to 
bring the food to their mouth. It broke his heart to hear their tortured groans. 
 
Next he went to visit Heaven and was surprised to see the same setting he had witnessed in Geh-henum. But in contrast 
to Geh-henum, the people here in Heaven were sitting contentedly talking with each other, obviously full from their 
sumptuous meal. 
 
As he came closer, he discovered each person had his arms splinted on wooden slats that prevented them from bending 
their elbows too. How, then, did they manage to eat? 
 
As he watched, a person picked up her spoon and dug it into the dish before her. Then she stretched across the table and 
fed the person across from her! The recipient of this kindness thanked her and returned the favor by leaning across the 
table to feed her benefactor. 
Heaven and Geh-henum offer the same circumstances and conditions. The critical difference is in the way the people 
treat each other. 
 
The way to strengthen community, the way to learn from one another, the way to make sure we are all fed, is to invest our 
time and effort into our Jewish neighborhood. In 5780, let us spend some more time investing in our Jewish 
neighborhood.  
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So, as Daniel sings at the beginning of each episode It IS a beautiful day in our neighborhood. Let us lean on our Jewish 
values to help continue to shape the vibrant Jewish neighborhood we are so lucky to be part of:Through  Ahava - 
demonstrating love, Tzedakah -- Giving to those in need, and Lomeid M’kol  Adam -- Learning from everyone. 
 
In staying true to these Jewish values, we can create a beautiful, strong, vibrant kehillah -- community, so it can continue 
to be a beautiful day in our Jewish neighborhood for years to come.  
 
Shanah tovah u’metukah.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


