
Temple Shalom 5780 High Holy Days President’s Address 

 

Gut Yontif. I am Michael Rubin, president of the Board of Trustees.  

 

What makes Temple Shalom a special community?   

 

• Is it our incredible senior rabbi in her second year, who inspires us to think 

deeply and differently and to live our lives as the best versions of 

ourselves? 

 

• Or our new rabbi educator, who is already forming close relationships with 

our children and adults alike and who has brought new energy and ideas to 

our community?   

 

• It certainly includes the beautiful voices and energy and rauch of our 

cantorial soloist and student cantor, who together are in their second year 

leading us in prayer and song. 

 

• It includes the continued and renewed dedication and service of Rabbi 

Emeritus Bruce E. Kahn, now in his 19th year as Emeritus and 40th year as 

part of our community.    

 

• And it includes the team that has worked tirelessly to make our new Early 

Learning Center the fulfillment of a strategic goal first articulated almost 

two decades ago.  

 

• It is Rabbi JoHanna Potts who stepped in last year to be our new -- again for 

the third time -- interim rabbi educator and continues to bring her wisdom 

to all of us. 

 

• It must include Scott Kravetz and Andy Mark for all that they do for this 

community but especially for stepping up to coordinate our B’nei Mitzvah 

program beginning last year.  

 

The strengths of Temple Shalom are certainly reflected in each of them.   
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It is remarkable to me as I stand here at the beginning of my two year term that 

each of these changes in and re-dedications of leadership came during the 

presidency of Rita Klein:  

 

Rita, thank you for leading and guiding us through so much change without 

losing the values that have so long defined us.    

 

And through all this change, a constant has been the wisdom and guidance of our 

Executive Director Susan Zemsky.    

 

To Susan and all of our administrative, custodial and kitchen team 

members, as well as all of the volunteers who work with Susan in big and 

small ways behind the scenes almost daily, you collectively make 

everything that happens here possible.  

 

For finding solutions to our many challenges and for all the times things go 

right without anyone saying thank you, I say on behalf of myself and 

everyone here:  Thank you.    

 

Temple Shalom’s story started 60 years ago.  Before our founders had a building 

or even a rabbi, they were knocking on doors to invite more to join them on their 

new journey.  To our founders Jean Beeman and Lucky Malamut, who remain 

active with us today, thank you for your vision and your hard work.   

 

We stand on your shoulders every day as: 

 

• Our Tikkun Olam Committee works to make the world a little better.    

 

• As our Mitzvah Corps cares for those in need of a little extra support.   

 

• As our Religious School teachers and preschool teachers and Hebrew tutors 

and our exceptional corps of madachim volunteers truly live out the 

principle of l’dor vador, from generation to generation.  

 

Thank you to our founders for building this community.     
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But these recitations of who we are and what we do only scratch the surface of 

understanding Temple Shalom.  Real understanding comes when we start to ask 

why?   

 

• Why did Jean and Lucky knock on doors and then stay active in this 

community for 60 years?  

 

• Why did one of our newest Gift of Membership members decide to join us 

this summer and then almost immediately start telling others why this was 

the right community for them as well? 

 

• At a time of shrinking Jewish affiliation and other shuls struggling to find 

new members, why did 90% of our GOM families last year renew their 

membership and why have a third of you joined in the past half-decade?  

 

I have asked these and other why questions of a number of you over the past six 

months.  For those with whom I have causally had these discussions, thank you 

for sharing.  You surely had no idea you were writing my high holy day speech.   

 

At their core, the answers I have heard can be distilled to three words:   

Relationships, meaning and impact.   

 

1. Invariably, answers begin with some variation of “it’s the people,” as Gene 

Feinberg and Joan Kalin both separately said to me.  In a world of social 

media “friendships,” here is where we look to find our people -- the ones 

who celebrate our triumphs and joys and who provide the support we need 

in trying times.   

 

2. In our nonstop, modern lives, we also seek a way to focus on that which 

matters and find meaning and guidance in our 5,800+ years of history, 

traditions, and wisdom.  And we seek to pass on that meaning to the next 

generation. 

 

3. And third, impact.  In a world that too often is falling apart, we look to 

make things a little better, guided by our Judaic teachings.  To engage in 

Tikkun Olam.  To make better the lives of those around us in this 

community and in the broader world.   
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As we enter our second 60 years, these three why’s -- relationships, meaning and 

impact -- must be our measures of what success looks like at Temple Shalom.  By 

focusing on whether what we are doing is providing opportunities to build 

relationships, to find meaning and to make an impact, our community will 

continue to thrive for decades to come.     

 

How are we going to do that?  

 

We start with Relationships.  In the coming year, we are renewing our efforts to 

foster opportunities to come together.  We are focused on our many early 

childhood families and our empty nesters or others without children.  We 

recognize that our traditional programs and services have not always squarely fit 

the needs of these groups.     

 

We will also create opportunities for those with unique experiences and 

backgrounds to connect with others in those same affinity groups, from LGBTQ+ 

adults to interfaith or adoptive families to those new to the Reform movement.       

 

I encourage you to read the entirety of the Temple’s new Statement on Inclusion.  

You can find it in the lobby, at the Welcome Table, and online.  As that Statement 

says in part: 

 

We cherish the full individuality of those who enter through our doors so 

that we can all grow together.  

 

Our Jewish community is not whole until Jews from all backgrounds and 

orientations see their identities reflected within it.  

 

And our Jewish community and families cannot be complete unless all of 

our beloved non-Jewish spouses, partners, and family members, with their 

broadly diverse backgrounds, also feel that they are supported and 

celebrated on their journeys in this community.  

 

We also will focus on Meaning.  We will spend the year exploring how we can 

find more inspiration in our worship experiences.  And we are committed to 

ensuring that everyone, regardless of background and depth of Jewish knowledge 

understands and therefore can finding meaning in our rituals.   
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It is critical that we recognize the reality that it is intimidating to join a community 

based on 5,800+ years of history.  The very power of our shared history to build 

community also creates barriers to those who come to it entirely fresh or from 

another tradition.   

 

That history too often means that walking through the doors of even this most 

welcoming of synagogues feels like crossing that narrow bridge of which Rabbi 

Ackerman spoke on Rosh Hashanah. 

 

I am an example -- even with a last name like Rubin.  Being raised Christian with a 

father disengaged from Judaism, during my first few years here, I quite literally 

snuck in the side door each Sunday to drop the kids at religious school to avoid 

our then-senior rabbi, who regularly stood with a smile to warmly greet all 

parents.  In my mind, that act of greeting translated to:  what if the Rabbi says 

something Jewish and I don’t know the proper response?   

 

Silly in retrospect, especially standing here today as President, but no less of a 

reality.  Even today, I regularly ask our clergy, Susan, or a more experienced Jew, 

why we do certain things in a certain way.   

 

If you don’t feel like you always get what is going on, you are far from alone —  

even among those raised in the Reform movement or those serving as President.   

 

For that reason, we will continue to actively extend a hand to those on that 

narrow bridge through Adult Hebrew, Adult B’Nei Mitzvah, Introduction to 

Judaism classes, and more.     

 

If you have questions or find barriers in your way of any kind, let me know.  Let 

our clergy know.  Let someone know.  Do so in order for us to celebrate you for 

you.  Do so in order to allow your experiences to join with our 5,800+ years of 

collective history to make all of us stronger.  Do so to ensure that you are able to 

find the meaning that you seek.   

 

And of course we will continue our long tradition of Impact.  The Tikkun Olam 

Committee will continue to lead us in supporting immigrants and refugees.  We 

will continue staffing Sheppard’s Table monthly.  We will continue to advocate to 

find solutions to climate change.  We will expand our work to fight gun violence.  

And we will instill these values in our children. 
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As we celebrate 60 years, we are also refocusing on how we can limit our own 

effects on the environment.  We completed this past year our rain gardens and 

permeable pavers to protect the Bay.  In the coming weeks, we will replace our 

50-year-old HVAC system with a new high-efficiency unit.  That system will join 

with our existing high efficiency lighting to be powered by the solar panels that 

are being installed this winter on the roof and on new parking lot canopies.  And 

we will be identifying smaller but equally critical changes that we can collectively 

make.   

 

Relationships.  Meaning.  Impact.  Together, we can help each other fulfill our 

why’s for being here.  Together, each of us, regardless of how we got here, can 

find those relationships, that meaning, that impact.   

 

When I was chair of philanthropy, this was the part of the speech that I would tell 

our presidents was when they had to talk about our HHD appeal.  

 

• That they needed to tell you how important the appeal was.  

 

• That our dues pay for salaries, lights, our building, basic services.  

 

• That it is extra giving that lets us do everything else.  

 

• That it is repentance, prayer and RIGHTEOUS GIVING that temper 

judgment’s severe decree.  

 

But we don’t have a chair of philanthropy anymore. So I happily don’t need to do 

that.  

 

Instead, I want to end by speaking of Sandy Kamisar.  For the many who are 

newer to our community and did not know Sandy, she was a long time member 

involved in everything from the membership committee to serving on the Board  

to being our historian.  She was especially engaged for much of her adult life with 

our Shabbat Morning Worship and Torah Study, was a founding member of the 

area’s Women’s Torah Study group, and served on the Board of the Union for 

Reform Judaism.   
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Whatever was needed to sustain this community and the broader Jewish 

community, Sandy was among the first to volunteer.   

 

When Sandy passed away in 2018, we found out that she had left almost 

$100,000 to us, to continue her legacy here after she was gone, to continue to 

support her why’s.   

 

I am told by those who knew her better than me that Sandy would be very 

pleased to learn that some of her gift is already being invested in the launch of 

our Early Learning Center.  Truly an example of L’dor vador, from generation to 

generation. 

 

For those who have given and those who will give, and those who give of their 

time, energy, spirit and love in so many ways like Sandy did, thank you.  

 

And for whatever your “why” is for being part of this community, I again say 

thank you.  

 

Because all of you -- “It’s the people” as Gene and Joan said -- are my why and 

Leslie’s why and Alex and Luke’s why for loving this community so much.  

 

G’mar Tov, May you be sealed for good. 


