
Three Weddings and a Statement

Tuesday, March 26, 6:30 pm at
Washington Hebrew Congregation

3935 Macomb Street, NW, Washington, DC

Temple Shalom is a cosponsor of this event and Rabbi Rachel
will be participating in the ceremonies.

The three marriage ceremonies will be followed by a "triple-ly
joyous" wedding reception for all attendees.

Please click here to RSVP to attend
in person or register for our live stream.

For so many of us, Israel is a place we simultaneously love and yearn for while
struggling with policies that discriminate against its inhabitants. We can both love
Israel and support equal rights for all to love and marry in Israel

However, the State of Israel does not recognize marriages performed outside the
sanctioned religious authorities (Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Druze). Interfaith and
same-sex marriages are illegal in Israel. If you are Jewish, the only way to be legally
married is in an Orthodox ceremony performed by an Orthodox rabbi. Interestingly,
if a couple could not be legally married in Israel and goes abroad to do so, the State of
Israel will recognize their marriage upon their return.

These couples could not or would not legally marry in Israel under the auspices of the
ultra-Orthodox Chief Rabbinate for three very different reasons: one is a
transgender, gay couple; the second couple has one partner that Israel’s Chief
Rabbinate does not consider to be Jewish; the third couple rejects the Rabbinate’s
rigid control over Jewish marriage.

They would have preferred to marry in their home country. In fact, each has already 
had a wedding ceremony in Israel, but the government will not recognize their 
marriages. Much like “commitment ceremonies” that same-sex couples had in the 
United States before the Supreme Court decision that legalized gay marriage, the 
three couples are married only in their hear ts.
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