
THE ROLE OF THE NON-JEW IN TEMPLE SHALOM 

 

ATTITUDE 

Our attitude toward the non-Jewish family of Temple Shalom members is one of inclusiveness and love. 

We consider all non-Jewish and immediate relatives of our members as members of our congregational 

family, with roles defined in ways as outlined below. 

 

PARTICIPATION 

We welcome all non-Jewish members of our Temple family to participate in our worship as defined 

below, to participate on committees, to address the board of trustees at its meetings, and to address the 

congregation at its annual meeting. 

 

 Any person 18 years or older of the Jewish faith or any partner of a Jewish member or any 

surviving partner or spouse of a Jewish member who so desires, shall be a member of Temple 

Shalom.  

 

 All members in good standing shall be eligible to vote. 

 

 All members shall be eligible to serve on all committees. 

 

 All members shall be eligible to chair any committee, with the exception of the Worship and 

Religious Education Committees 

 

 Positions on the Executive Committee and the Board of Trustees shall be limited to Jewish 

members. 

 

The role of the non-Jew in our worship services is decided by the senior rabbi of the congregation and in 

consideration of Reform Response and Reform practice on this subject. 

 

Currently, non-Jews may sit on the Bimah, go to the Ark to open and close the Ark doors, read 

appropriate passages from the prayer book, participate in hakafot, participate in the parental passing of the 

Torah, present the Bar/Bat Mitzvah certificate, and participate in the service in other ways which make 

sense in a communal context as a reflection of their own personal identity. 

 

Ritual acts directly involving the preparation of the Torah scroll (dressing or undressing the scroll), 

reciting the traditional blessings surrounding the reading of the Torah, the ritual reading of the Torah 

itself, and passages from the prayer book which are obviously meant to be read by Jews are roles which 

are reserved for Jewish participants in the service. 

 

Where barriers to participation for non-Jewish family members wishing to participate in a service exist, 

alternative and creative wording or roles will be explored. 
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