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The Reform Family Experience 
August 13–23, 2008 

With Israel's 60th around the corner, we want to call
your attention to a unique, subsidized opportunity to

experience Israel beyond the air conditioned bus.

The program is designed for individuals, couples or families and provides a taste

of Reform Jewish life and an insider's view of Israel.

ARZA, the Israeli Reform Movement and the Jewish Agency for Israel invite you

to participate in this Israel Encounter:

Stay in kibbutz housing, get an insight into Ulpan and other aspects of kibbutz.

Hiking, kayaking, and wine-tasting in the Golan with Israeli families.Take part in

Tikkun Olam in Tel Aviv-Yafo. Explore the new in old Jerusalem, with the Anita

Saltz Center. Be a part of the solution: Eco-Zionism at Reform Kibbutz Lotan.

Dialogue with Jews and Arabs at the Leo Baeck Center in Haifa. Enjoy Bedouin

hospitality and hear about their challenges. Celebrate Shabbat with Israeli

Reform congregations. Discover the aquatic life in Eilat, the night life in Tel Aviv.

and more...

Cost of $920 includes apartment-style living, half board, buses, entrance and

activity fees.Airfare not included.A group flight will be arranged.

Feel free to pass this on to friends and colleagues.

For more details contact lgazit@arza.org 1-212-339-
6069. For application forms and more information

visit www.arza.org/rfe

Join the Temple Shalom Renaissance Group 
for a tour of the 

College Park Aviation
Museum

College Park, MD

Tuesday,April 29, 2008
10:30 AM

This museum, an affiliate of the Smithsonian
Institution, is located on the grounds of the

world’s oldest continuously operating airport.
Founded in 1909, it was used by Wilbur Wright

to provide flight instruction to the first mili-
tary aviators.Visitors today have the opportu-
nity to see the display of unique aircraft and

artifacts. Our tour will be led by Temple
Shalom member, Mort Friedman, a docent at

the museum.

After the tour, please join us for lunch at the
94th Aero Squadron Restaurant, designed to
resemble a circa 1919 French farmhouse.The

restaurant is located near the museum.

Please reserve by sending a check
payable to Temple Shalom for $5.00 per

person (does not include lunch) by
April 15th to:

Maurice Axelrad
7114 Fairfax Road

Bethesda, MD 20814
301-654-4517

email: axelrad@comcast.net

Please call Maurice for
further information and 
for driving directions.



The Torah teaches us (Leviticus 19:17) that we have an affirmative
obligation when someone near and dear to us needs to hear our con-
structive criticism not to be silent. You shall surely “reprove” those with
whom you share a bond (of friendship, kinship, or neighborhood—the
Hebrew word “amitecha” conveys all three) or else you will share the
consequences of their wrongdoing. 

This is true whether we are talking about family, friends, or the larger
communities to which we feel connected. This is almost always very hard
to do, especially if we also have fears about safety of those whom we may
feel need our critique. In this case I am talking about the actions taken
by two governments, Israel’s in recent days and our own, over several
years now. Both governments justify their policies as the best alternative
to provide safety and security for its people. But those who feel different-
ly must speak up both loudly and at the same time humbly.

I write these words in early February so events may have made these
comments somewhat moot. But in the spirit of the words of Leviticus
and also the spirit of the prophet Isaiah, who said “for the sake of Zion
I will not be silent, for the quiet of Jerusalem I will be not be still,” I
would like to share with you a statement issued by Rabbis for Human
Rights-North America in support of our rabbis and their families who
live in Israel. They face the consequences, moral, political, and physical
much more closely than we do. We need to support their courage.

A Call for the End of the Blockade of Gaza and the Rocket
Attacks on Israeli Civilian Populations

‘As Rabbis in North America committed to supporting both the secu-
rity of Israel and to the Jewish tradition of human rights, we join our
Israeli colleagues in Rabbis for Human Rights in calling for an immediate
cessation of the collective punishment through a blockade of Gaza and
the firing of Kassam rockets into Israeli civilian areas. We join them in
affirming that what is needed at this moment is an effort that is "aimed
at getting all parties to honor God's image within every human being."
As they stated: “Only a concerted effort aimed at getting all parties to
honor God's Image within every human being, as well as international
law, can stop this unfolding desecration of all that we hold sacred."

The recently imposed blockade by the Israeli Government has created
a serious human rights crisis among the citizens of Gaza, impairing the
health care infrastructure and the availability of critical fuel and supplies
needed for the wellbeing of innocent civilians in the region. While the
attenuation of the blockade is a welcome sign, continuing the restric-
tions on civilian access to daily necessities violates the basic human rights
of the residents of Gaza. Likewise, the constant barrage of rockets on
civilian populations in Israel sent from Gaza with impunity is a violation
of human rights that must be addressed by the Palestinian leadership.
The impact on the innocent civilians in that region is devastating and
untenable, and these attacks should cease immediately.

As American citizens who are deeply committed to the American
ideals of life, liberty and justice for all, we call on our government to do

all it can to resolve the current crisis and to move the parties in a posi-
tive direction so they might provide security for their people on both
sides of the conflict.

Many believe that a mutual ceasefire and negotiated agreement
between the Israeli and Hamas authorities in Gaza and the Palestinian
Authority in the West Bank is the most realistic path to ensure the safety
and human rights of people on both sides of the conflict. Neither mili-
tary solutions nor occupation have led to an end of the conflict between
Israelis and Palestinians, and the loss of life and desecration of human
rights continues. Until the day of peace between Israelis and Palestinians
arrives, both parties, as well as the world leaders who influence them,
must work to diminish the human suffering that continues. 

We stand in solidarity with the people of Israel in their desire for
peace and security. We pray that our efforts to uphold human rights will
bring an end to the suffering of Israelis in the Sderot region and civilians
in Gaza and will fulfill the promise of the Holy land—"Zion will be
redeemed through justice" (Isaiah 1:27).’

In the same spirit of solidarity, this time with our people in the US
and our men and women in the military, let me add to these words an
announcement (I hope still timely) that a major interfaith action
opposed to our government’s policies in Iraq will take place on Friday,
March 7. The basic information is below. Our own Reform Movement
leader, Rabbi David Saperstein of the Religious Action Center will be
speaking, presenting we assume the recent resolution of the Union for
Reform Judaism which calls for President Bush and the Congress to “set
and announce a clear timetable for the phased and expeditious with-
drawal of US troops from Iraq.”

May we always do our best to fulfill this important command, which
occurs in the section that scholars call the “Holiness Code.” The Torah
teaches us here a lesson that Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel rephrased,
“In a free society, some may be guilty, but all are responsible.”

Gathering at 2:30 SHARP in UPPER SENATE PARK AT THE EDGE
OF THE CAPITOL GROUNDS for an interfaith service and some
speeches. Among those taking part: Rabbi David Saperstein; Rev. Bob
Edgar, former head of the National Council of Churches, now head of
Common Cause; Asma Mirza, head of the Muslim Student Assn; Rev. Bill
Sinkford, head of the Unitarian Universalist Assn.; Si Kahn, folk-singer. 

There will be a Jewish service led by Rabbi David Shneyer, immediate
past president of the OHALAH rabbinic association, Deb Kolodny,
executive director of ALEPH Alliance for Jewish Renewal, and Rabbi
Arthur Waskow. Since there is no synagogue close to the Capitol, the
Jewish service will be held at the Methodist Building, 100 Maryland Ave
NE at 11 AM. For updated information contact shalomctr.org.

Rabbi Serotta

Message From Rabbi Gerry Serotta
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Rabbi Serotta

When Do We Criticize,When Are We Silent?



Charged with hiring Temple Shalom’s first full-time invested cantor,
the cantorial search committee met numerous times during January and
February. The committee’s first task was to develop and finalize a job
description and application for posting with the American Conference of
Cantors (ACC). The ACC is an affiliate of the URJ and is the profes-
sional organization that represents cantors in North America. By having
our search posted with the ACC, Temple Shalom has agreed to work
exclusively with the organization’s Placement Office and follow their
established recruitment and hiring process.

Once the position was posted online, interested cantors applied
through the Placement Office, which then forwarded resumes to our
committee. We received applications and audition CDs from all across the
country, ranging from members of this year’s graduating class of the
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion’s School of Sacred
Music to highly experienced cantors of national renown. By late February,
we had conducted telephone interviews with a number of candidates.

The search committee expects to invite several finalists for in-person
interviews with the committee, clergy and senior staff as well as closed
auditions and musical teaching sessions in our sanctuary. Under ACC
search guidelines, cantor applicants are not permitted to participate in
actual services with our congregation as part of the search process.
However, we are encouraged to send a delegation of our committee to
see, hear and worship with the leading candidates in services in their
current congregations.

After concluding all of these interviews, auditions and visits, the com-
mittee will make a recommendation to the Board of Trustees. It is our goal
to announce our new cantor well in advance of the annual meeting in June.

Members of Temple Shalom are encouraged to provide comments or
suggestions to the committee: at cantorsearch@templeshalom.net. More
information on the ACC and invested Reform cantors can be found by
visiting the web site at www.accantors.org. 

Board of Trustees • Music

CANTOR
By Margo Gottesman, Cantorial Search
Committee Chair
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"the whole megillah." (And yes, of course, the context of the reading of
the scroll—the megillah—is exactly where that phrase comes from.)
Combining a creative retelling of the tale with the actual text, what we
include may be more complete than many other Reform synagogues,
but still abridged. And, in keeping with the custom of every Reform
congregation that I have seen (although I know there are exceptions to
this), in our celebration of Purim we do not read from the ninth chapter
of the book of Esther.

What is in that chapter? It is the story not only of the salvation of the
Jews, but of our active response against our enemies, to “attack those
who sought their hurt,” killing, in addition to five hundred people in
the palace, “seventy-five thousand of their foes, but they did not lay
hands on the spoil.”

What to do with such a text! It is not appropriate, I believe, for an
upbeat celebration involving children. I am glad that we do not include
it in our liturgical usage and that we have the ability to leave certain sec-
tions out.

And yet there are consequences, as well, for never teaching it, for
never talking about it. It is possible, of course, that our young people
grow up, and move away, and, in the course of their Jewish lives, actual-
ly attend synagogue in settings that are different from ours. On more

than one occasion I have gotten calls or emails from shocked and disori-
ented college students, young Jews who have had Purim "ruined" for
them by their encounter with a part of our tradition and heritage they
never knew was there. Should we not have prepared them better?
Should we not have at least addressed the issues at some point in their
education—and our own?

We have the freedom, we liberal Jews (and I use the term liberal here
to mean "non-Orthodox"), not to read “the whole megillah,” to amend
and change certain aspects of our liturgical observance. But we remain
religious Jews, and as such we retain the obligation, I believe, of educa-
tion, exposure, and understanding. We may choose, on occasion, not to
use the hardest texts of our tradition on the bimah. We can change our
observance. But we cannot edit the Bible itself. It is there, in all its
power—and with all its problems; an invitation—and an obligation—for
engagement. That which inspires, serves as a source of vision and values.
And that which challenges, causes us to call upon what seems to be a
very different set of values. The easy and the hard, the bitter and the
sweet, all of it—all of it, is ours.

Rabbi Michael Feshbach

Texts of Terror continued

The Foundation for Jewish Studies 
Adult Ed Opportunities:

Foundation for Jewish Studies Downtown Thursday Study
Course presents Rabbi Michael Feshbach, Temple Shalom, teaching
“The Best of the Rest: Forgotten Classics of Jewish Literature—
Saadia Gaon, The Book of Beliefs & Opinions; Bachya Ibn Pakuda,
Duties of the Heart; Yehuda HaLevi, The Kuzari; Gersonides, The
Wars of the Lord” on February 28, March 6, 13, 20, at the 6th and
I Street Synagogue, 600 I Street, NW (Chinatown metro stop on
Red Line) 202-408-3100.

Lunch, 12:15–12:30 PM; Study, 12:30–1:30 PM

Bring a brown-bag pareve/dairy lunch, beverage

$30 registration by check or CC,

info at 301-770-4787. www.foundjs.org

from page 1
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Julie Knoll gave an update on the Israel art sale, scheduled for May
15-18. This is the synagogue’s major fundraiser this year. Julie described
the opening patron’s reception on Thursday, May 15th, as well as a
party that Saturday night, which will include an Israeli performing artist.
There have already been two $3,000 patron donations. Julie will be get-
ting in touch with Board members individually to ask for their support
as patrons. Andy thanked Julie and stressed how critical the Board’s
financial support will be to the success of this effort.

Alan Lewis gave the Financial Secretary’s report. Alan noted that we
are slightly behind in dues collection compared with this time last year.
He also noted that there had been one resignation and another resigna-
tion effective at the end of the fiscal year. He reported that some mem-
bers had requested lowering their voluntary dues increase from two years
ago. Alan has told them that it is not possible, as the synagogue contin-
ues to maintain that staffing level through the end of this fiscal year.

Susan Zemsky reported on the status of the renovation of the Rachel
Robinson classroom. The renovation is going well, and new construc-
tion materials are being used that should prolong the life of the room
and require less maintenance. The new HVAC wall unit is very effective
and energy efficient. Cabinets should go in by the end of next week and
then carpet will go in shortly thereafter. Completion is targeted by the
end of the first week in March. Susan also noted that the new carpet
tiles installed in the Chapel this past week will allow easy replacement of
stained or damaged sections. Carl Tretter has volunteered much time to
these efforts and has been extremely helpful.

Susan and Linda Gurevich discussed the new Carefirst Blue
Cross/Blue Shield health plan that they researched and implemented. It
is a health savings account with a high deductible (which the synagogue
will cover) for full-time employees. The new plan will save the syna-
gogue more than $30,000 a year, and also includes vision, dental and
orthodontia coverage, which the previous plan did not. 

During Good and Welfare, several members of Temple Shalom
addressed the Board regarding their concerns about the changes in
staffing structure.

The Board unanimously approved Joshua and Belinda Folb of Silver
Spring as new members.

The Board went into Executive Session.

Elsewhere in this Shofar you will see a report of our recent and very
powerful weekend of spiritual reflection, education, and advocacy on
behalf of equal and full marriage rights in the State of Maryland. Kudos
to Nicole Berner-Kadish and those who worked on this program, and
may their hard work be crowned with success in the State Legislature.

On January 27, the Allison Fisher of the Greater Washington
Interfaith Power and Light conducted an "energy assessment" of the
Temple to assist us in understanding ways to reduce energy consump-
tion and increase efficiency. Accompanying Allison on the three-hour
tour were Steve Hirschfeld of the Tikkun Olam Committee and the
Board, Mike Gurevich of the Building Committee, Alexandra Halpern
of the Tikkun Olam Committee, and Craig Schultz of the House and
Grounds Committee. Preliminary recommendations focus on lighting,
heat loss through windows, and improved thermostats. Of particular
concern was the excessive amount of lighting in the Social Hall. A full
report with recommendations will be forthcoming.

The Committee has been meeting with Lisa Pressman and the
Religious Education committee to discuss more ways that Tikkun
Olam issues and concepts can be incorporated into the school pro-
grams. Changes in curriculum as well as creative and educational uses
of tzedakah money raised by the students are being explored. 

On Sunday evening, April 13, the Committee will hold an impor-
tant symposium at the Temple on the issue of genocide in Darfur.
Activities will include a panel discussion with prominent people on the
issue. The events are coordinated by Tim Greene and Marilyn Feister.

In addition, our work on traditional social service projects contin-
ues. These include serving the homeless at Shepherd's Table, working
as mentors to transitional families through the Silver Spring Interfaith
Housing Coalition, and preparing meals for SOME (So Others Might
Eat). Shepherd's Table volunteers work the first Monday of every
month, 12 months a year, on two shifts, 4-5:30 and 5:30-8. Older
teenagers are welcome and receive service hour credit. Dan Freedman
has done yeoman's work for seven years as the coordinator of Temple
Shalom volunteers, and we hope that a new volunteer will step for-
ward to fill his shoes. Contact him to volunteer on one of the
Mondays and to discuss the duties of the coordinator.

For more information or to volunteer, please contact the 
committee chair, Larry Katzman, at 301-565-0707,

or dkatzman2@comcast.net

Board of Trustees

Board Meeting Summary
2/14/08 

Tikkun Olam Committee Update 
By Larry Katzman 
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Rabbi Serotta, Julie Blum (congregant), Dan
Furmansky, ED of Equality Maryland, and Nicole
Berner-Kadish. Rabbi Serotta, Julie and Dan
spoke on the panel (at Equality Maryland Lobby
Day) Saturday night along with Attorney Michele
Zavos (who ran off before we took the photo.

Temple Shalom delegation made a proud show-
ing with the Temple banner.

photos Nicole Berner-Kadish



In the fall of last year when the Temple Shalom Board voted to hang
the “Civil Marriage is a Civil Right” banner in front of the shul, sev-
eral members of the Board expressed concern that hanging a banner

was not enough. We needed as a community to take action to put
behind our slogans.

With this charge, the Tikkun Olam committee adopted the issue of
full marriage rights for all people as one of its core issues for this year.

During the second week of February, Temple Shalom celebrated
Freedom to Marry week with a series of events that addressed the issue
of marriage rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people from
different perspectives and for different audiences. The events began on
Friday night with Rabbi Feshbach's moving sermon—“Whose Heart So
Moves: Finding a Place for Same-Sex Marriage Out of the Inclusive
Instincts of Jewish Tradition”—which presented a Jewish position,
grounded in text, in support of same-sex marriage.

The following evening, February 9th, the Tikkun Olam committee
hosted a Social Justice Havdallah. Approximately 80 people—including
all ages from babies to grandparents, synagogue members and visitors,
gay and straight, Jews and non-Jews—came together for a moving and
inspiring evening of prayer, learning and a shared meal. The evening's
panel entitled “Why Marriage Equality? Aren’t Civil Unions Good
Enough?” brought together four speakers, each of whom approached
the topic from a different angle: Jewish, legal, personal and political.
Rabbi Serotta presented the Reform Jewish position on same-sex mar-
riage and sanctity of same-sex relationships. Michele Zavos, a local
LGBT rights advocate, explained all of the rights and privileged that are
presently denied to same-sex couples under Maryland law. Julie Blum, a
member of the congregation, gave a moving presentation on her person-
al journey in response to the denial of the right to marry to her and her
life-partner. Finally, Dan Furmansky, ED of Equality Maryland
(Maryland's leading LGBT rights organization), told us all what we can
do to make a difference in our state.

Many of the children and young adults of the congregation also
grappled with the subject of equality for LGBT people during the week-
end's events. On Sunday morning, the fourth grade classes as part of
their curriculum on the Jewish lifecycle addressed the issue of family
diversity. Students in the Chai School discussed messages they hear
about gay and lesbian people, and discussed their views on the subject.

The events culminated with a Temple Shalom delegation heading to
Annapolis to lobby in favor the bill to grant marriage rights to all and
for other legislation that would extend equal rights and protections to
LGBT people. On the coldest day this winter, February 11, members of
our congregation, led by Rabbi Serotta, stood proudly under the
Temple Shalom banner, visited members of the Maryland legislature to
present our faith-based view in favor of equal rights under the law, and
were acknowledged by Senator Jamie Raskin from the floor of the State

Senate as representing Temple Shalom.

All involved were inspired to act and keep on acting until such time as
full equality is achieved in our state and in our country. And, there can be
no doubt that, at Temple Shalom, our words are backed up by our deeds.

IN THE COMMUNITY

CIVIL MARRIAGE IS A CIVIL RIGHT:
TEMPLE SHALOM WALKS ITS TALK ON MARRIAGE EQUALITY FOR ALL
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Please join us for the
Maryland Jewish Alliance 2008

Advocacy Day 
March 10, 2008, 5–8 PM

New this year: Teen Leader Track
The Maryland Jewish Alliance invites you to join us in Annapolis for

advocacy and a reception with our elected representatives. This
event is free of charge. All are welcome. A bus will be available from
the JCCGW in Rockville for $10 for those who reserve a seat. The
bus will leave from the JCC at 3 pm and return at 8:45 PM. (The

teen program runs about 30 min. later and will have a separate bus
if we reach a critical capacity of teen participants.)

Advocacy Day Schedule
Advocacy meetings with legislators from 5 PM–6:30 PM

Legislative reception from 6:30 PM–8 PM in the Miller Senate Office
Building 

Sample Teen Leader Schedule*
3 PM Bus departs Rockville Jewish Community Center of Greater

Washington 

5 PM Registration begins Miller Senate Building, Conference Room East
5–5:45 PM Meetings with legislators (10–12 participants per group)

Legislative Offices
5:45 PM Politically Connect Private Briefing for Young Adults with
Maryland Attorney General Douglas F. Gansler James Senate Office

Building, Senator Robert R. Neall Conference Room

6:30 PM Legislative Reception with Governor O'Malley and Lt.

Governor Brown Miller Senate Building, Conference Room East

8–8:30 PM Viewing of Senate or House of Delegates Session

8:45 PM Bus departs Annapolis

For more information, please contact 
Rabbi Sarah Meytin at smeytin@jcouncil.org or

301-770-0881.

*Schedule is subject to change
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Purim 5768 (2008) at Temple Shalom

Purim Carnival
Sunday, March 16, 2008

Fun and games, food and frolicking at our annual Religious
School Purim Carnival

All are welcome.

Tot Purim
Friday, March 21, 2008

Tot Purim, for the youngest among us, in the 
chapel at 6:45 PM

Come in costume, sing and celebrate with Carol Boyd Leon and Rabbi Michael Feshbach,
parade and party. Groggers and hamentashen provided!

Purim Service, Megillah Reading and Schpiel, beginning at 7:30 PM

We gather together once again for our annual observance of Purim, featuring this year a
Politically Punny Purim, an original script* composed by our own Chris Wolfe and Josh

Milton. Come in costume and with noisemakers of your own (groggers also provided) as
we share “most of the megillah”.

Calling comedians, clowns and aspiring actors:
for all those interested in participating in the play/skit/schpiel and service, please contact
Chris Wolfe at 301-260-8847 or Josh Milton at 301-593-2953. Participants gather for a last
minute rehearsal on Thursday, March 20 in the Sanctuary at 5 PM. Pizza dinner provided.



MAZAL TOV

To Larry and Nonie Akman on the wedding of their daughter Sarah Akman to Chris
Lange.

To Patricia Eisen on the birth of her granddaughter, Dorothy Jane Riggs.

To Barry and Marsha Raff on the marriage of their son David Raff PhD. to Dr.
Heather Kelly.

CONDOLENCES
To JoAnn Albert, on the death of her brother-in-law, Alan Feigenbaum, and to, Daniel
Greene on the death of his uncle.

Sandra Kagen, on the death of her father Philip Rubin, and to David Kagen on the
death of his father-in-law, and to Alan and Marlene Kagen on the death of their
grandfather.

To Judith Arbacher, on the death of her father-in-law Stanley Nefheim, father of the
late Robert Arbacher, and to Rachel and Rebecca Arbacher on the death of their
grandfather.

To Claire Bernstein, on the death of her father William Rogoff, and to Steven
Bernstein on the death of his father-in-law and to of Alex and David Bernstein on the
death of their grandfather.

To Robin Dinerman, on the death of her father Larry Dinerman and to Diana
Dinerman on the death of her grandfather.

To Todd Gillman on the death of his mother, Marilyn Gillman.

To Michael Gorges, on the death of his father Michael J.Gorges, Sr., and to Rovin
Silver on the death of her father-in-law, and to Ian Silver-Gorges on the death of his
grandfather.

To Scott Kravetz on the death of his Aunt, Sibyl Levin

To Geraldine Singer on the death of her husband Robert Singer, and to Sherry
Ansher and Barney Singer on the death of their father, and to Alan Ansher on the
death of his father-in law, and to Cara and Daren Ansher, on the death of their grand-
father.

To Ellen Kaplan-Davis, on the death of her brother, Eric Davis, and to Myra Kaplan-
Davis on the death of her brother-in-law, and to Noah and Jacob Kaplan-Davis on
the death of their uncle.

In the Community

Eli Shurberg
Eli Shurbergn will become a Bat Mitzvah on March
15, 2008. 

Andrew Muchnick
Andrew David Muchnick will become a Bar Mitzvah
on March 22, 2008. He is a 7th grade student at
School  Rosa Parks Middle School. He enjoys play-
ing drums, listening to music, reading, going to the
movies and listening to music. 

Adam Schlesinger
Adam Schlesinger is
a 7th Grade student
at Westland Middle
School and will
become a Bar
Mitzvah March 29,
2008. He likes hik-
ing, climbing, bik-
ing, listening to
music, Wii, and eat-
ing pizza. He was
Temple Shalom’s
sole representative
at the 2007 Majyk

Kallah for Reform Youth, Achieved the rank of Star
in Boy Scouting, Earned Macabee Religious Award
for Scouting  

Meet Our B’nai Mitzvah

Adam Schlesinger

JCCGW COLLEGE FAIR
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Sunday,April 6th
The 12th Annual CollegeQuest

College Fair at the JCC of Greater
Washington. Students in grades 9 –11

and their families will hear from experts
on college selection, special programs
and Jewish life on campus. Then, take

the opportunity to ask questions of rep-
resentatives from colleges and universities
across the nation. A great resource area is

available throughout the program. 

Over 70 schools attended in 2007. 
For details and to register go to

www.jccgw.org
and click on Special Events or 

call Nancy Carroll at 301-348-3710

Save the Date
April 6 Women's Seder

(around 6 PM)
Watch for more details to be

announced!
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March 2008
8 AM 8th Grade Retreat

10 AM Shabbat Morning Worship and Study

12 PM Post Confirmation Lunch and Shabbaton

8:45 AM Religious School Early Session–4th
Grade Wedding/Family Ed

11:15 AM Religious School Late Session–4th
Grade Wedding/Family Ed

11:15 AM Mah Jongg

2 PM 9th Grade Meeting

4 PM Strathmore Concert–Celebrating
Israel’s 60th Anniversary

6:30 PM Religious School Evening Session

6:30 PM Confirmation Class

7:30 PM Introduction to Judaism–Spring 08
(at WHC–DC)

4:30 PM Hebrew School 

7 AM Wednesday Morning Minyan Service

12:15 PM Adult Ed–Forgotten Classics of
Jewish Literature Offsite

4:30 PM Hebrew School–Afternoon Session

6:30 PM Brotherhood Meeting 

6:45 PM Confirmation Class

6:45 PM Hebrew School–Evening Session

12:15 PM Foundation of Jewish Studies
Offsite (Rabbi Feshbach class)

12:15 PM Reading the Writings

7:15 PM Shir Shalom Choir Practice

7:30 PM 4th and 5th Grade Shabbaton

7:30 PM Erev Shabbat Family Service–led by
the 7th Grade 

8 AM 4th & 5th Grade Shabbaton continues

9 AM Primary Age Shabbat led by the 2nd
Grade

10 AM Shabbat Morning Family Service led
by the 5th Grade 

11 AM Torah Study

11 AM Youth Program

7 AM Daylight Saving Time Begins (clocks
spring ahead one hour)

8:45 AM Religious School Early Session–1st
Grade Family Education Program

10 AM 2nd Grade (Late Session) Trip to
Hebrew Home / Gemilut Hasadim

10:45 AM Youth Chorus Rehearsal

11:15 AM Religious School Late Session–1st
Grade Family Education Program

11:15 AM Mah Jongg

1:30 PM B’nai Mitzvah Coordinators
Rehearsal

1:30 PM Rosh Hodesh: It’s a Girl
Thing–Grade 6 

4 PM Rosh Hodesh: It’s a Girl Thing–Grade 7

4 PM “Boys Into Mentschen” Planning
Meeting

6:30 PM Religious School Evening Session

6:30 PM Confirmation Class

6:30 PM Post Confirmation Class

7:30 PM Introduction to Judaism–Spring 08
(at WHC–DC)

4:30 PM Hebrew School 

7 PM Amcha for Tzedekah Meeting

7:30 PM Worship Committee Meeting

7 AM Wednesday Morning Minyan Service

12:15 PM Adult Ed–Forgotten Classics of
Jewish Literature Offsite

4:30 PM Hebrew School–Afternoon Session

6:45 PM Confirmation Class

6:45 PM Hebrew School–Evening Session

12:15 PM Foundation of Jewish Studies
Offsite (Rabbi Feshbach class)

12:15 PM Reading the Writings

7:15 PM Shir Shalom Choir Practice

7:30 PM Board of Trustees Meeting

8 PM Brotherhood Shabbat Service with
Shir Shalom Choir 

10 AM Shabbat Morning Worship and Study 

10 AM Shabbat Service & Bar Mitzvah of
Eli Shurberg

6 PM Middle School Purim Event

8:45 AM Religious School Early Session

9 AM Book Discussion Book

11 AM Purim Carnival

11:15 AM Religious School Late Session

11:15 AM Mah Jongg

6:30 PM Religious School Evening Session

6:30 PM Religious Education Committee
Meeting

16
SUNDAY

15
SATURDAY

14
FRIDAY

13
THURSDAY

12
WEDNESDAY

11
TUESDAY

10
MONDAY

9
SUNDAY

8
SATURDAY

7
FRIDAY

6
THURSDAY

5
WEDNESDAY

4
TUESDAY

3
MONDAY

2
SUNDAY

1
SATURDAY
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7:30 PM Introduction to Judaism–Spring
08 (at WHC–DC))

10:30 AM Hadassah Aliyah

4:30 PM Hebrew School 

7:15 PM Shir Shalom Choir Practice

7 AM Wednesday Morning Minyan Service

12:15 PM Adult Ed–Forgotten Classics of
Jewish Literature Offsite

4:30 PM Hebrew School–Afternoon
Session

6:45 PM Confirmation Class

6:45 PM Hebrew School–Evening Session

112:15 PM Foundation of Jewish Studies
Offsite (Rabbi Feshbach class)

12:15 PM Reading the Writings

7:30 PM Purim Services and Megillah
Reading

6:45 PM Tot Purim 

8 PM Erev Shabbat Service 

10 AM Shabbat Morning Worship and
Study 

10 AM Shabbat Service & Bar Mitzvah of
Andrew Muchnick

22
SATURDAY

21
FRIDAY

20
THURSDAY

19
WEDNESDAY

18
TUESDAY

17
MONDAY
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Adult Education Barbara Saragovitz
Steve Hirschfeld

ARZA Joan Kalin

B’nai Mitzvah Marney Jacobs

Brotherhood Myles Levin

Capital Projects Mark Ross

College Outreach Mary Jacobs

Communications Ken Norkin

Finance Committee Marc Feinberg
Kenneth Kramer

Founders Ed Beeman

Historian/Parliamentarian Sandy Kamisar

House & Grounds Mike Gurevich

Leadership Anne Feinberg

Legal Counsel Richard Weitzner

Membership Allison Druin

Mitzvah Corps Wilma Braun

Music Debra Udey

Nominating Marilyn Ripin

Outreach Committee TBD

Religious Education Debbie Kopp
Marc Blumenstein

Renaissance Committee Francine Simons

Secretary Margo Gottesman

Sisterhood Andrea Karp
Susan Stamm

Special Funds Harvey Berger

Tikkun Olam Larry Katzman

Worship Marty Shargel

Youth Committee Margo Gottesman

8:45 AM No Religious School 

10 AM Brotherhood Brunch

6:30 PM Post Confirmation Class

7:30 PM Introduction to Judaism–Spring
08 (at WHC–DC)

4:30 PM No Hebrew School–Election
Day 

7 AM Wednesday Morning Minyan
Service

12:15 PM Adult Ed–Forgotten Classics of
Jewish Literature Offsite

4:30 PM No Hebrew School 

12:15 PM Reading the Writings

7:15 PM Shir Shalom Choir Practice

7:30 PM Executive Committee Meeting

6:15 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

7 PM Pot Luck Dinner

8 PM Erev Shabbat Service 

10 AM Shabbat Morning Worship and
Study 

10 AM Shabbat Service & Bar Mitzvah of
Adam Schlesinger

29
SATURDAY

28
FRIDAY

27
THURSDAY

26
WEDNESDAY

25
TUESDAY

24
MONDAY

23
SUNDAY

To Our Temple Shalom Family:
Due to recent events, including the special meeting of the congregation held on February

10, we are postponing the congregational town hall meeting, originally called for March 9 of

this year.  The format of town hall meetings to discuss important topics will continue next

year.  Possible issues to be addressed may include: “What it Really Means to be a Reform Jew,”

and “Being an Inclusive Community: Issues of Interfaith Marriage in our Synagogue and in

the Jewish Community.” 

If you have other suggested topics, or other ideas, please send them to Susan Zemsky at

szemsky@templeshalom.net, under the heading “Town Hall Meeting Topics.”  Dates and top-

ics for these discussions will be announced in late spring or early fall. 

With our best wishes, 

Rabbi Michael L. Feshbach 

Susan Zemsky, Executive Director 

Andrea Mark, President 

8:45 AM No Religious School 

7:30 PM Introduction to Judaism–Spring
08 (at WHC–DC)

31
MONDAY

30
SUNDAY



Michael, Rick & Caryn Stein: In
memory of Murray Rosenthal
In memory of Sidney Rosenthal
Mikhail Perelmuter: In memory
of Halka Perelmuter
Mildred M. Selsky: In memory of
Joseph Selsky
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Singer: In
memory of Thelma Matican
Nathan D. Chaimson: In memory
of Bronna J. Chaimson
Nelli & Yevgeny Beynenson: In
memory of Hannah Leykind
In memory of Israel Kagan
Norma & Charles Newpol: In
memory of Rita Schwartz 
Norma Fenves: In memory of
Max Horwitz
Pauline and Al Robinson: In
memory of Sylvia Casper
Phyllis Nehmer and Family: In
memory of William Nehmer
Phyllis Nehmer: In memory of
Stanley Nehmer
Rebekah Zanditon & David Rogers:
In memory of Arthur Zanditon
Richard Weitzner: In memory of
Louis Weitzner
Roberta Greenfield: In memory
of Rose Horowitz
Rochelle Granat: In memory of
Morris Granat
Ruth Weldon: In memory of
Esther Poritzky
Sam & Ann Joseloff: In memory
of Helen Hart Joseloff and Albert
R. Weinstock
Sandy & Dave Kagen: In memory
of Benjamin Kagen and Lillian
Rubin

Sarra Savulkina: In memory of
Eynesn Savulkin
In memory of Izrail Kagan
Sarra Savulkina-Kagan: In memo-
ry of Hannah Leykind
Scott Kravetz: In memory of Clara
Swart.
Sidney and Mimi Goldstein: In
memory of Clara Swart
Steven Auerbach & Cheryl
Cook-Auerbach: In memory of
Paul Auerbach 
Steven Fenves: In memory of
Louis Fenyves
Steven Grossman: In memory of
Frank Grossman
Steven Schleien & Deborah
Szyfer and Family: In memory of
Raymond W. Schleien
Stuart & Jeannette Gordon: In
memory of Maria Sierra
Stuart & Jeannette Gordon &
Family: In memory of Sue Gordon
In memory of Sam Gordon
In memory of Paul Sierra
Susan Zemsky: In memory of
Blanche Zemsky
Sylvia Lipps: In memory of Jennie
Lipps, beloved mother-in-law
Temma & Lynn Kanowith: In
memory of Ethel Kanowith
In memory of Ira Kanowith
In memory of Ruth Schor
The Kling-Greenbaum family: In
memory of William Kling &
Suzanne Kling
The Krauss family: In memory of
Rhoda Raider and Alvin Raider
The Rumizens: In memory of
Morris Greber

Contributions

Page 15

2008 
TEMPLE SHALOM BOOK

DISCUSSIONS

Sunday, March 9
The Yiddish

Policeman’s Union
by Michael Chabon (fiction)

From the author of The Amazing
Adventures of Cavalier and Clay, this
novel begins similarly to Philip Roth’s

The Plot Against America; it begins with
the question, “What if, on the eve of

World War II, a temporary Jewish
Settlement were proposed in Sitka,

Alaska, rather than in Israel.” 

It is a murder-mystery, 
speculative-history about 

the “frozen Chosen.”

Einstein: His Life and Universe, by Walter Isaacson (biog-
raphy)—As a scientist, Albert Einstein is undoubtedly the

most epic among 20th-century thinkers; this biography also
portrays Einstein as a man, husband, father and friend, with
interesting revelations about a variety of subjects, including

his interest in Zionism. (Sunday, May 18)

Each book discussion takes place at Temple Shalom, from
9–10:30 AM. There is no fee to participate.

For further information, contact 
Heidi Coleman at 301-588-1173 or heidi.coleman@dot.gov

Civil Marriage a
Civil Right

See the story of
pages 6 and 7

photo
Nicole Berner-Kadish

royalhutchinson
Rectangle
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