
Erev Shabbat Family Service 7:30 PM

Shabbat Morning Worship & Study 10 AM
Shabbat Morning Service: B’not Mitzvah of
Cecilia Phillips & Leila Farrer 10 AM
Parashat Emor
Leviticus 21:1-24:23

Erev Shabbat Service w/Shir Shalom Choir 8 PM

Shabbat Morning Family Services & Study 10 AM
Shabbat Morning Service: B’not Mitzvah of
Celia & Hannah Halpern 10 AM
Parashat Behar Bechukotai
Leviticus 25:1-27:34

Erev Shabbat Service w/10th Grade Graduation 8 PM

Shabbat Morning Worship & Study 10 AM
Parashat Bemidbar
Numbers 1:1-4:20
Confirmation Picture 8 AM
Confirmation Service 10 AM
Confirmation Day Reception 1 PM

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 6:15 PM
Erev Shabbat Service 8 PM

Shabbat Morning Worship & Study 10 AM
Shabbat Morning Service: Bar Mitzvah of
Evan Horne 10 AM
Parashat Naso
Numbers 4:21-7:89

Erev Shabbat Family Service 7:30 PM

Shabbat Morning Worship & Study 10 AM
Shabbat Morning Service: B’not Mitzvah of
Hayley Glantz & Sierra Lee 10 AM
Parashat Beha’alotecha
Numbers 8:1-12:16
Tot Shabbat Service 6:45 PM
Erev Shabbat Service w/Shir Shalom Choir 8 PM

Shabbat Morning Worship & Study 10 AM
Shabbat Morning Service: Bar Mitzvah of
Grady Cooper 10 AM
Parashat Shelach-Lecha
Numbers 13:1-15:41

Tot Shabbat Service 6:45 PM
Erev Shabbat Service 8 PM

Shabbat Morning Worship & Study 10 AM
Shabbat Morning Service: Bat Mitzvah of
Sonya Boltansky 10 AM
Parashat Korach
Numbers 16:1-18:32
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 6:15 PM
Erev Shabbat Service 8 PM

Shabbat Morning Worship & Study 10 AM
Shabbat Morning Service: Bar Mitzvah of
Nathan Wolfe 10 AM
Parashat Chukat
Numbers 19:1-23:1

Erev Shabbat Service 8 PM

Shabbat Morning Worship & Study 10 AM
Shabbat Morning Service: Bat Mitzvah of
Kate Schneider 10 AM
Parashat Balak
Numbers 23:2-25:9

May–June 2007
Iyyar – Sivan –
Tammuz 5767
Volume LXXXIV Issue 8

www.templeshalom.net
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The Temple Shalom 

Confirmation Class of 5767-2007

Cordially Invites You
to Attend Its Confirmation Service

On Sunday the 3rd of Sivan, 

five thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven

May 20th, two thousand and seven

At Ten O’Clock in the Morning

8401 GRUBB ROAD
CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND

THE TEMPLE SHALOM CONFIRMATION CLASS
OF 5767-2007

JACOB AGGER

DARREN ANSHER

GAYRON BERMAN

NICHOLAS COHEN

ELIOT KAHN GOLD

HILLARY GOLDMAN

MARIA GUSMAN

JASON HAGLER

KEVUN HORVITZ

DANIEL KNOLL

DREW KOCHMAN

LAURA MACHLIN

REBECCA MEYER

JOCELYN O’ROURKE

GABRIEL PEAL

GENEVA PHILIPS

ANDIE SOLOMON

RONI TEICH

JESSICA VAN ESSEN

ADAM WEIDMAN

JOSHUA WEINSTEIN

GABRIEL STUART-SIKOWITZ



Upcoming Events & Items of Interest
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Temple Shalom
RELIGIOUS

SCHOOL

is for children in 
Pre-K

through
12th grade.

Registration
for the

2007-2008

School Year

has begun!

If you did not receive
your form in the mail yet,

please call the
school office.

301-587-2273

MEMBER HOST HOMES NEEDED
Temple Shalom is initiating a program to host college-age 

students from the Beit Warshawa congregation, the first Reform
synagogue to be established in Warsaw, Poland since 1939.  

Ideally, hosts families will be able to provide their guest with a
private bedroom and be willing to allow her/him to join your fami-
ly for meals.  You may want to show your guest cultural and other
aspects of life in the DC area.

We  expect that students will only be interested in visiting the
U.S. during the summer months.  While their English speaking abil-
ity will vary all the students will have some knowledge of English.

If you are willing to host a student, kindly send an e-mail
message to Ethan Burger at "ethansb@earthlink.net" 

setting forth the following information:
1. Your Name and the names of your family members.

2. Your E-mail Address and Telephone Number.
3. Number of days (up to 21) that you would be willing to

host someone.
4. Dates that would work for you this summer.

5. Whether you are willing to host a student of either
gender (if not please specify what would work for you).

Thank you.



Page 3

From Rabbi Feshbach

From the Rabbi

Chesed: Kindness 
A Jewish Response to a Wounded World 

Message from Rabbi Michael L. Feshbach

So I wanted to write about how we can hurt each other with
words, when a far more physical kind of hurt unfolds before our
eyes. How rapidly the world changes, as our attention shifted last
month from Imus... to Virginia Tech. 

I was with a group of several hundred Reform movement social jus-
tice activists, at the biennial Washington-based Consultation on
Conscience when we first heard the news about this horrible tragedy in
our midst. (The same day, I believe, several hundred people were killed
in bombings in Baghdad. And who knows how many, every day, in
Darfur.) There we were with Senators and Cabinet Ministers, preachers
and politicians, gathered together to listen and learn, and work to make
the world a better place... and then this news, and this feeling of spin-
ning and uncertainty and this momentary pause, of helplessness and deja
vu. And yes, it turns out, the killer even made a reference to Columbine
in the tape he so cynically sent for all the world to see. 

Right now, once again, our world is filled with questions, and
reminders. How much the world can change, in the course of seconds.
How much life can change forever through an accidental encounter. It
may be the student who overslept and missed both class and an early
appointment with eternity; it may be the car that crosses into the lane in
which we were safely driving. It may be for bad and it may be for good
(how, then, if you are married, did you meet your spouse?), but we carry
on for days, for weeks, perhaps for years in a pre-planned and well-man-
aged routine—and then our lives are forever altered in the course of sec-
onds. The ordinary is punctuated by the unexpected, and we are never,
ever the same. 

Ironies. The Israeli Holocaust survivor, a hero through the lives of his
students he saved—losing his own life... on Yom HaShoah (Holocaust
Remembrance Day) itself. The phone calls and e-mails from Israel... ask-
ing if we are all right. 

Already familiar themes are beginning to sound. One survivor notes
that the key to healing, the most important thing, is to forgive the shoot-
er. A good thing, a powerful thing if you can do it... for a victim who is
still here to be able to do, and move on. But what about the victims who
are no longer here? Where does forgiveness come from for them? And at
least one answer, in our Jewish tradition, is a harsh one, and hard, per-
haps, for those who are not Jewish to hear. The answer is: where does

forgiveness come from for murder? Folks... it doesn't. At least, not from
us. Not in this world, and not in any way we can understand. 

But the young student interviewed on CBS who was so ready to for-
give did say something profoundly important as well, I thought. He said:
“If I had only met him... if someone could have reached out... then
none of this would have happened.”

Who knows what might have been? Who knows how more outreach
would have impacted the life of a sick and disturbed young man? For the
signs were there, and there were those who tried to help. Hindsight is
one thing; who knows in advance which angry loner will gently heal, and
which one explode? But all we can do... is try. And do the best we can,
reach out as best we can, be the best we can be. 

Several years ago, the loners in Columbine were, it turned out, bullies
who had been bullied. And one response emerged. If only it had lasted.
If only we can remember it, more often, and make it part of the ordinary
and routine in our lives. 

The Hebrew word chesed is hard to translate, as it really probably
means “someone who does something really nice for you that you could
sort of expect based on your relationship with them but you could not
demand in a court of law.” Some have translated this as “covenant-love.”
Others just call it...kindness. 

There are so many questions that I have about the world, and all the
hurt and anger and pain that is in it. But this I know, and I know it for
sure: that chesed is a good response. It is a good response, for it draws us
closer to one another. And it is a good response, because sometimes—
not always, not with scientific precision or certainty of success, but
sometimes—sometimes it may actually work. Not only to draw those
who have suffered a loss together, but also... to heal a wounded soul, to
share a little love, to prevent someone, somewhere, from spinning into
the abyss once again. 

Chesed. Kindness. It’s not a panacea. It’s not a magic bullet (what a
horrible phrase!) But it is a hope and a prayer, an opening of the heart, a
chance for us all. A response... and a way of life.

Rabbi Michael L. Feshbach

Upcoming Sermons
Rabbi Feshbach’s upcoming sermon topics include “City of our Souls: Reflections on the 40th Anniversary of the Reunification of Jerusalem” (May 11),

“Sacred Circles: Building an Inclusive Community” (May 18), “Torah at the Center” (May 25), “Giants of the Spirit” (June 8) and 
“Truth and Power: Lessons on the Right Way to Lead a Revolution” (June 15). 

Sermon topics are subject to change as events unfold or circumstances warrant.



Wednesday Morning Lectures
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May 2: Jewish Messianism 
(or: How the Most Important Idea in the World Might Have Been an Accident)

May 9: Visions of the End of the World: Development of the Apocalyptic Idea
in Early Post-Biblical Judaism, and its influence on Rabbinic Judaism and Christianity

May 16: Jewish Mysticism: Beyond Madonna and Red Strings

May 30: Tales of the Supernatural: Jewish Dybukks and Demons 
and Folklore from the Beyond

June 6: Here and Hereafter: The Kaddish & the Grateful Dead
(Jewish Views on Life After Death)

Wednesday mornings, 10:30 AM–12 NOON

Taught by Rabbi Michael Feshbach and Rabbi Gerry Serotta

Temple Shalom members welcome to attend by special arrangement with Leisure World;

for more information contact Bernie Kahn, 301-598-8222.

Visions of the Beyond:
Wednesdays Mornings at Leisure World



To My Temple Shalom Family,
It hardly seems possible that it has been five years since Ruth, Gabe,

Sarah and I said goodbye to you all as we set out on our journey to live
for a year in Israel.  We left in July of 2002 as very nervous first time visi-
tors; nervous because of the matzav (the situation) and because we were
leaving, at least we thought we were leaving, Temple Shalom. As we look
back on it we can only smile at our naiveté, not only was the situation in
Israel nowhere near as bad as the media would have you believe, but it was
actually very safe and in some ways safer than it was here; but also naïve to
think that we were ever really leaving our Temple Shalom community
because in fact, you have been with us every step of the way.

There have been moments, as I have traveled the Northeast Amtrak cor-
ridor to New York, when I wondered if I could possibly continue this jour-
ney.  Sometimes it was Ruth who picked me up, other times it was Gabe or
Sarah and always, Temple Shalom was there in some way to say, you can do
it and we will help. Whenever I wondered whether I was doing the right
thing, I would walk into Temple Shalom and see the look on everyone’s
face and know that I was doing exactly what I was supposed to be doing.  

I often think of the day back in the year 2000 or so when I was speaking
with Julie Knoll and Steve Eisen. They asked me if I could commit to being
on the Temple Shalom Executive Committee for the next four years.
When I responded that I could not make that commitment, the look on
Steve’s face nearly broke my heart.  Finally Julie blurted out: “You’re going
to rabbinical school aren’t you?” Before I could answer (until that point
only a few people knew), the sparkle returned to Steve’s eyes, he smiled
and grabbed me in a big bear hug and said that he and Temple Shalom
were so proud of me.  Well Steve, I hope you are still proud of me, because
I have thought of that moment often and it always made me study harder
and longer whenever I wondered if I had studied long and hard enough.
My question was never whether I had studied enough for me, but whether
I had studied enough to make Temple Shalom proud. 

I have come to realize that there is no destination in life, except for the
journey of life itself.  The journey is what we make of it, the decisions,
working around the obstacles in the best way we can and, how we treat
those placed in our lives along the way.  We can choose to treat people with
contempt and we can be arrogant.  Or, we can see the spark of the divine
that exists in each one of us and treat each other with the respect and dig-
nity that each of us deserves. I know from my years at Temple Shalom that
there is only one decision that each of us can possibly make.

After five years, this leg of the journey is ending and the next is beginning.
I will be the Rabbi at Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick for the coming
year and hopefully, many more.  Kol Ami is a wonderful community that has
embraced Ruth, Gabe, Sarah and me and has made us part of their family
too.  Kol Ami also understands that there is only one decision that each of us
can make regarding how we treat each other.  But this doesn’t mean that we
will leave Temple Shalom, Sarah will have her Bat Mitzvah here and we will
continue to be a part of as many things as possible.  

It wasn’t easy all those years ago to leave our community to spend a
year in a faraway country; however, we did so and learned a great lesson.
You never actually leave your community, you may be away for awhile but
you are still a part of it.  No matter what the future holds for us, we
know that we will always be part of this wonderful community.  I will
always thank God for Temple Shalom.

L’shalom
Dan Sikowitz
*See box on page 9

Support Our Singers • Letter from Rabbi Dan Sikowitz

Page 5

Support our singers!
Come enjoy the 5th annual

NoVa  Shir
Jewish Choral Festival

Rabbi Marvin Bash, master of ceremonies

Featuring adult, teen, youth and family choirs 

singing Jewish music guaranteed to set your toes tapping!

Sunday, May 20, 2007
4 PM

Harris Theater
George Mason University

Fairfax,Virginia

With special guest composer-conductor

Cantor Lisa Levine

and her Behold How Good,
a “tour de force of Gospel pop”

Featured choirs:

Temple Shalom Youth Chorus

Kol NoVa,The Youth Choir of Northern Virginia

Shir Tze'ir,Alexandria's Jewish Teen A Cappella Group

Olam Tikvah Chorale, Fairfax,VA

Beth El Hebrew Congregation Family Choir, Alexandria,VA

FREE and open to the public. Tickets not required.

$5 suggested contribution at the door.

Appropriate for ages 8 and up.

For more info,
please contact 

Carol Boyd Leon, NoVaShir coordinator

at carol@carolboydleon.com or 703-250-0554



4:30 PM Hebrew School

4:30 PM Hebrew School–Early Session
6:30 PM Brotherhood Meeting
6:45 PM Confirmation/Graduation Rehearsal
6:45 PM Hebrew School–Late Session

12:15 PM Lunch with the Prophets
7:15 PM Shir Shalom Choir Practice

7:30 PM Erev Shabbat Family Service

10 AM Shabbat Morning Worship and Study
10 AM Shabbat Morning Service: B’not
Mitzvah of Cecilia Phillips & Leila Farrer 

8:45 AM Parents Café
8:45 AM Religious School–Early Session:
4th Grade Family ED
9:30 AM Book Discussions
10 AM Pre-Mothers Day Brotherhood Brunch
10:45 AM Youth Chorus
11:15 AM Religious School–Late Session:
4th Grade Family ED
11:15 AM Mah Jongg
4 PM “Boys into Mentschen” planning
meeting
6:30 PM Confirmation Class/Graduation Rehearsal
6:30 PM Religious School–Evening Session

7:15 PM Shir Shalom Choir Practice

4:30 PM Hebrew School

10:30 AM Visions of Beyond (Offsite)
4:30 PM Hebrew School–Early Session
6:45 PM Confirmation Class/Graduation
Rehearsal
6:45 PM Hebrew School–Late Session

12:15 PM Lunch with the Prophets
7:15 PM Shir Shalom Choir Practice
7:30 PM Board of Trustees Meeting

8 PM Erev Shabbat Service  w/Shir Shalom Choir

9 AM Primary Age Shabbat Service led by
by Pre-K–3rd Grades
10 AM Shabbat Morning Family
Service–Led by 5th Grade
10 AM Shabbat Morning Worship and Study
10 AM Shabbat Morning Service: B’not
Mitzvah of Celia & Hannah Halpern
11 AM Torah Study
11 AM Youth Program
4 PM Havdalah Event

10 AM Last Day of Religious School (Uni-
Session)
10 AM Chai School–Special Time (Last Session)
12 NOON Brotherhood End of Year Picnic
2 PM Confirmation/Graduation rehearsal

7:30 PM Women’s Torah Study Group (offsite)

4:30 PM Last Day of Tuesday Hebrew School

6 PM Faculty Appreciation Dinner

10:30 AM Visions of Beyond (Offsite)
4:30 PM Last Day of Wednesday Hebrew
School–Early session

6:45 PM Last Day of Wednesday Hebrew
School–Late Session

7 PM Confirmation/Graduation Rehearsal

12:15 PM Lunch with the Prophets

8 PM Shir Shalom Choir Annual Concert

6 PM Confirmation Shabbat Dinner

8 PM Erev Shabbat Service with 10th Grade
Graduation

10 AM Shabbat Morning Worship and Study

8 AM Confirmation Picture

10 AM Confirmation Service

1 PM Confirmation Day Reception

4 PM 5th Annual NOVASHIR Children’s
Choir Concert (Offsite)

4 PM Rosh Hodesh: “It’s A Girl Thing” Meeting

7:15 PM Shir Shalom Choir Practice

6 PM Picnic Dinner

6:45 PM Tot Shavuot Service

8 PM Festival Evening Service

9:30 PM Dairy Dessert

10 PM Tikkun Leil Shavuot

Office Closed in Observance of the Holiday

10 AM Shavuot Festival Morning & Yizkor
Memorial Service (Offsite)

10:30 AM Visions of Beyond (Offsite)

10:30 AM Shavuot Morning Service & Yizkor

12:15 PM Lunch with the Prophets
7:30 PM Executive Committee Meeting

6:15 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

8 PM Erev Shabbat Service

25
FRIDAY 

24
THURSDAY 

23
WEDNESDAY 

22
TUESDAY 

21
MONDAY 

20
SUNDAY 

19
SATURDAY 

18
FRIDAY

17
THURSDAY 

16
WEDNESDAY 

15
TUESDAY 

14
MONDAY 

13
SUNDAY 

12
SATURDAY 

11
FRIDAY 

10
THURSDAY 

9
WEDNESDAY 

8
TUESDAY 

7
MONDAY 

6
SUNDAY 

5
SATURDAY 

4
FRIDAY 

3
THURSDAY 

2
WEDNESDAY 

1
TUESDAY 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Adult Education Anne Feinberg

10 AM Shabbat Morning Worship and
Study

10 AM Shabbat Morning Service: Bar
Mitzvah of Grady Cooper

7:30 PM Board of Trustees Annual
Meeting

6:45 PM Tot Shabbat Service

8 PM Erev Shabbat Service

10 AM Shabbat Morning Worship and
Study

10 AM Shabbat Morning Service: Bat
Mitzvah of Sonya Boltansky 

6:15 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

7 PM Pot Luck Dinner

8 PM Erev Shabbat Service

10 AM Shabbat Morning Worship and
Study

10 AM Shabbat Morning Service: Bar
Mitzvah of Nathan Wolfe

7:30 PM Executive Committee Meeting

7 PM Congregational Shabbat Dinner

8 PM Erev Shabbat Service

10 AM Shabbat Morning Worship and
Study

10 AM Shabbat Morning Service: Bat
Mitzvah of Kate Schneider

30
SATURDAY 

29
FRIDAY 

28
THURSDAY 

23
SATURDAY 

22
FRIDAY 

16
SATURDAY 

15
FRIDAY 

14
THURSDAY 

9
SATURDAY 

Adult Education Anne Feinberg

ARZA Joan Kalin

B’nai Mitzvah Marney Jacobs

Brotherhood Myles Levin

Capital Projects Mark Ross

College Outreach Mary Jacobs

Communications Ken Norkin

Finance Committee Marc Feinberg
Kenneth Kramer

Founders Ed Beeman

Historian/Parliamentarian Sandy Kamisar

House & Grounds Mike Gurevich

Leadership Julie Knoll

Legal Counsel Ken Pollack

Membership Allison Druin

Mitzvah Corps Wilma Braun

Music Debra Udey

Nominating Marilyn Ripin

Outreach Committee TBD

Religious Education Debbie Kopp
Marc Blumenstein

Renaissance Committee Francine Simons

Sisterhood Andrea Karp
Susan Stamm

Special Funds Harvey Berger

Tikkun Olam Caryn Anthony

Worship Marty Shargel

Youth Committee Margo Gottesman

10 AM Shabbat Morning Worship and
Study

10 AM Shabbat Morning Service: Bar
Mitzvah of Evan Horne

Office Closed in Observance of the
Holiday

10:30 AM Visions of Beyond (Offsite)

12:15 PM Lunch with the Prophets

7:15 PM Shir Shalom Choir Practice

7:30 PM Erev Shabbat Family Service

10 AM Shabbat Morning Worship and
Study

10 AM Shabbat Morning Service: B’not
Mitzvah of Hayley Glantz and Sierra Lee

7:15 PM Shir Shalom Choir Practice

6:30 PM Brotherhood Meeting

12:15 PM Lunch with the Prophets

7 PM Zemer Chai Concert

8 PM Zemer Chai/Coral Cantigas Concert

6:45 PM Tot Shabbat Service

8 PM Erev Shabbat Service with Shir
Shalom Choir

8
FRIDAY 

7
THURSDAY 

6
WEDNESDAY 

4
MONDAY 

2
SATURDAY 

1
FRIDAY 

31
THURSDAY 

30
WEDNESDAY 

28
MONDAY 

26
SATURDAY 
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In the Community
Meet Our B’nai Mitzvah

Leila Ferrar

Cecilia Avalon Philips

Hannah Ruth & Celia
Tzpora Halpern 

royalhutchinson
Rectangle

royalhutchinson
Rectangle



Post Confirmation • Funeral Practices • Pre Mothers Day Brunch
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Temple Shalom wishes to express a deep mazal tov (congratulations)
to the following graduates of our 11th-12th grade Post Confirmation Program:

Our Post Confirmation Graduation took place at Erev Shabbat services on Friday night, April 28. Post Confirmation is a voluntary, twice-a–month
Sunday evening program in which participants, at the beginning of the school year, propose, discuss and choose the topics they wish to cover

during the year. Topics during the past several years have included “Shakespeare and the Jews,” “Jews and the Mafia,” “Kabbalah, Mysticism
and Spirituality,” “Jews as a Minority,” and “Krav Maga: the Israeli Martial Art of Self-Defense.”

We send all the seniors in our congregation our very best wishes, and look forward to remaining a Jewish “anchor” and source of support as they
move forward into college and careers and work in the months and years ahead.

GABE BAROUH

KENNETH COLEMAN

LEAH FLAMM

MIRIAM HALPERN

LAURA KARP

ADAM KOPP

ABIGAIL REZNEK

REBECCA REZNEK

JESSICA WOLFE

BROTHERHOOD’S

PreMother’s Day
Bruunch

SUNDAY, MAY 6 at 10 AM

Speaker: Melanie Maron
She is the Executive Director of the DC Chapter of the

American Jewish Committee. Topic:
The Campus Climate: Opportunities and Challenges for

Jews on Campus
Is Anti–Semitism on college campuses on the rise?

How are Jewish students prepared to handle anti-Israel
activities on campus? How can we help?

Please make your reservations early!!

All Women FREE
$5 per man

Call: Temple Shalom Office: 301-587-2273
Maurice Axelrad: 301-654-4517

Bernie Blumenthal: 301-585-1127 

JEWISH FUNERAL
PRACTICES COMMITTEE

OF GREATER WASHINGTON, INC.

www.jewish-funerals.org
3308 35TH STREET N

WASHINGTON DC 20016

Ph. 202 686 0960 
FAX 202 966 5422

Taharah Training
and Refresher

The Jewish Funeral Practices Committee
of Greater Washington will hold a taharah

training session on

Sunday, May 20, 2007
from 10 AM–NOON

Hines Rinaldi Funeral Home
11800 New Hampshire Avenue

Silver Spring, MD
www.hinesrinaldifuneralhome.com
for directions).Training will be conducted
by Marcia Goldberg of Tifereth Israel, and

other experienced haverim will be present.

Group training is a good way to introduce
new chaverim to the practice and let them see
what it's all about, as well as a good way for

experienced chaverim to share ideas and
approaches. All are welcome to attend.

Questions, contact:
Judith Turner, 202-483-1616,

judith@turner.net

Bob Hausman, President



To My Temple Shalom Family,
It hardly seems possible that it has been five years since Ruth, Gabe,

Sarah and I said goodbye to you all as we set out on our journey to live
for a year in Israel.  We left in July of 2002 as very nervous first time visi-
tors; nervous because of the matzav (the situation) and because we were
leaving, at least we thought we were leaving, Temple Shalom. As we look
back on it we can only smile at our naiveté, not only was the situation in
Israel nowhere near as bad as the media would have you believe, but it was
actually very safe and in some ways safer than it was here; but also naïve to
think that we were ever really leaving our Temple Shalom community
because in fact, you have been with us every step of the way.

There have been moments, as I have traveled the Northeast Amtrak cor-
ridor to New York, when I wondered if I could possibly continue this jour-
ney.  Sometimes it was Ruth who picked me up, other times it was Gabe or
Sarah and always, Temple Shalom was there in some way to say, you can do
it and we will help. Whenever I wondered whether I was doing the right
thing, I would walk into Temple Shalom and see the look on everyone’s
face and know that I was doing exactly what I was supposed to be doing.  

I often think of the day back in the year 2000 or so when I was speaking
with Julie Knoll and Steve Eisen. They asked me if I could commit to being
on the Temple Shalom Executive Committee for the next four years.
When I responded that I could not make that commitment, the look on
Steve’s face nearly broke my heart.  Finally Julie blurted out: “You’re going
to rabbinical school aren’t you?” Before I could answer (until that point
only a few people knew), the sparkle returned to Steve’s eyes, he smiled
and grabbed me in a big bear hug and said that he and Temple Shalom
were so proud of me.  Well Steve, I hope you are still proud of me, because
I have thought of that moment often and it always made me study harder
and longer whenever I wondered if I had studied long and hard enough.
My question was never whether I had studied enough for me, but whether
I had studied enough to make Temple Shalom proud. 

I have come to realize that there is no destination in life, except for the
journey of life itself.  The journey is what we make of it, the decisions,
working around the obstacles in the best way we can and, how we treat
those placed in our lives along the way.  We can choose to treat people with
contempt and we can be arrogant.  Or, we can see the spark of the divine
that exists in each one of us and treat each other with the respect and dig-
nity that each of us deserves. I know from my years at Temple Shalom that
there is only one decision that each of us can possibly make.

After five years, this leg of the journey is ending and the next is beginning.
I will be the Rabbi at Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick for the coming
year and hopefully, many more.  Kol Ami is a wonderful community that has
embraced Ruth, Gabe, Sarah and me and has made us part of their family
too.  Kol Ami also understands that there is only one decision that each of us
can make regarding how we treat each other.  But this doesn’t mean that we
will leave Temple Shalom, Sarah will have her Bat Mitzvah here and we will
continue to be a part of as many things as possible.  

It wasn’t easy all those years ago to leave our community to spend a
year in a faraway country; however, we did so and learned a great lesson.
You never actually leave your community, you may be away for awhile but
you are still a part of it.  No matter what the future holds for us, we
know that we will always be part of this wonderful community.  I will
always thank God for Temple Shalom.

L’shalom
Dan Sikowitz
*See box on page 9
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