
Please under-
stand that
this article is
not written
to talk about
the adven-
tures of

Bruce Kahn. Rather, and I hope you agree, I
write to place in an official archive of the con-
gregation the record of a Temple Shalom
rabbi's deployment with the armed forces of

the United States of America inside a theater
of war. It is the only time this has happened
in our synagogue's 45-year history. 

Let me begin by just touching briefly on my
views of the war. I think the military planning
and execution was brilliant and took less lives
on each side than anyone imagined possible.
But no plan for what to do next existed.
Republican lawmakers made that failure clear
even before the war began. The president

went ahead with insufficient planning, and
without enough assets. He went forward as
well without the substantive participation of
many important allies and with no vision for
UN, NATO and regional participation in sta-
bilizing, pacifying and democratizing the
Iraqis. The president and his administration
used shaky or false intelligence reports,
attributing to these reports conclusions based
on nothing certain. I could go on and on. 
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A number
of years 
ago I
watched the
ceremonies
as political
control of
Hong Kong

was (re)turned from the United Kingdom to
China. A friend at the time had an interesting
comment. He remarked how the British, who
agreed to accept sovereignty over Hong
Kong for 99 years, must have thought at the
time of their agreement that the day would
never come. But the Chinese took the longer
view. And the day did come...

Sometimes as I stare at the headlines in a
newspaper I wonder: which story here will
stand the test of time? Which one of these
important items will anyone remember next
year? In five years? In 50 years?

Sometimes we spend energy and effort and
passion on issues which loom large in the
moment, but fade as the months and years
go by. Indeed, some of what seem to be the
cruelest cuts, the keenest hurts, some of what
we worry about the most shrinks into far less
significance with the passage of time.

But sometimes there is an issue, or an arti-
cle—buried behind the current intrigues or
somewhere in the back of the paper as likely
as not—which we will come across, and we
might not give it much thought at all, yet

that is the item which we will remember
decades from now.

This year the Board of Trustees of Temple
Shalom took a significant step. It happened
in the middle of the Capital/Endowment
Campaign (well, that is one which will
remain with us for years as well, we hope), it
took place while we were discussing other
things. But it is a decision that this congrega-
tion will look back on with a longer view, as
one of the most significant decisions in a very
long time. I refer now to our recent acquisi-
tion of a Temple Shalom cemetery, a desig-
nated synagogue section at Garden of
Remembrance Memorial Park. (And a special
word of thanks to our congregation's ceme-
tery committee, ably headed by Marta
Tanenhaus, for making this happen!)

Now it is true, of course, that in the nearly
half a century since the founding of our con-
gregation, members have chosen to be buried
in many different area cemeteries. And it is
true, as well, that many of our current mem-
bers have already purchased plots in other
places. All of this will continue, and every
family will make the decision that makes the
most sense for themselves.

But I take a longer view, for a moment. The
time will come, I believe, many (and it really
should be many!) years from now, when
someone will walk the grounds of Garden of
Remembrance, and see all the different syna-
gogue sections there. These hypothetical
future strollers will look out at the Temple
Shalom section, and be able to peek into
what will then be our past. They will see a

place not just of individual markers, but of
communal history. They will see a piece of
who we by then will have been... because of
the decision we took this year. Just a few
months ago. There are other places in this
Shofar as well as the last one where you can
read more about the details and the arrange-
ments, the rules and regulations governing
our section of Garden of Remembrance, and
the decisions the congregation has had to
make about the cemetery. And now that we
have a synagogue cemetery, there will be an
effort, some time in the quite near future, to
update and revise the very good work once
put together by a congregant named Sid
Levine, to detail in a concise and very helpful
way all the questions and customs which arise
at a time of loss, in a Funeral Practices guide.
(Many of you may well have ideas or sugges-
tions or questions which you think such a
guide should cover; please feel free to for-
ward your ideas to me at rabbifeshbach@tem-
pleshalom.net.) Details surround us—and the
details of making arrangements are certainly
important.

But for this moment what I am left with is
simply an image: it is an image of the passage
of time, of the tomorrows that will someday
be yesterdays, and of quiet comfort and a
sense of pride in a decision by a board, a step
by a congregation. It is a vision of the future,
and a job well done now.

Rabbi Michael L. Feshbach
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For Now and Forever

Inside the Iraqi Theater of Operations
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